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Striving	For	A	Crown	That	Will	Not	Perish”	
1	Corinthians	9:19-27	

		
Message	by	Michael	J.	Barnard		 																																																																													February	10,	2019	
		
Teaching	Aim:	 	 To	 encourage	 believers	 to	 follow	Paul’s	 example	 of	 becoming	 “all	 things	 to	 all	
people”	in	order	to	win	as	many	as	possible	to	Christ.		To	realize	this	kind	of	witnessing	should	be	
done	without	compromising	our	Christian	faith	or	violating	God’s	Word.		To	understand	living	the	
Christian	 life	 requires	 the	 endurance	 of	 a	 marathon	 runner,	 the	 toughness	 of	 a	 boxer,	 and	 the	
discipline	(spiritually)	of	an	athlete	competing	for	the	Olympic	Games!	
		

DIGGING	DEEPER	INTO	GOD’S	WORD	(BIBLE	STUDY)	
Part	I:		Making	ourselves	servants	to	all	men	for	the	sake	of	the	gospel	(1	Corinthians	
9:19-21)	
1.	What	 did	 Paul	mean	when	 he	 said	 he	was	 “free	 from	 all	men”	 (vs.	 19)?	 	 How	 do	 the	 political	

“earmarks”	that	we	hear	so	much	about	today	in	Washington,	D.C.	relate	to	Paul’s	comment	in	
verse	19?		Have	you	ever	felt	like	you	owed	somebody	because	of	a	financial	gift	they	gave	you?		
Who	did	Paul	 imitate	 in	making	himself	a	“servant”	of	all?	 	(See	Matt.	20:25-26;	1	Cor.	11:1)	
What	does	it	mean	to	be	a	“servant	of	all?”		Do	you	see	yourself	as	a	servant?		How	could	living	
your	life	as	a	servant	improve	your	Christian	testimony?	

		
	
	
	
		
2.	According	 to	 verse	 19b,	 what	 was	 Paul’s	 goal	 in	 doing	 this?	 	 When	 was	 the	 last	 time	 you	

seriously	tried	to	lead	somebody	to	Christ?		On	a	scale	of	1-10,	how	are	you	doing	when	it	comes	
to	evangelizing	others?		What	are	some	practical	steps	you	can	take	to	sharpen	your	evangelistic	
skills?	

		
		
	
	
		
3.	In	your	own	words,	describe	how	Paul	tried	to	reach	unbelieving	Jews	with	the	gospel	of	Christ	

(vs.	20).		Did	Paul	willingly	place	himself	back	under	“all	of	the	stipulations	of	the	law”	by	doing	
so?		Why	or	why	not?		(See	Rom.	10:3-4;	Gal.	3:10-14)	What	was	Paul	doing?	

		
		
	
		
4.	Can	 you	 think	 of	 any	 biblical	 examples	 where	 Paul	 conformed	 to	 Jewish	 customs	 so	 that	 he	

wouldn’t	offend	 the	 Jews	(vs.	20)?	 	 (See	Acts	16:1-3;	21:17-24)	What	was	Paul’s	purpose	 in	
doing	 so?	 	What	 is	 your	 definition	 of	 “Christian	 liberty”	 and	 how	 does	 it	 relate	 this	 passage?	
What	does	it	mean	for	a	Christian	to	follow	“the	way	of	love?”		Did	Paul	follow	“the	way	of	love”	in	
this	case?		How	does	this	concept	apply	to	Christians	today?	
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5.	What	people	group	was	Paul	referring	to	when	he	said,	“those	who	are	without	law”	in	verse	21?		
When	Paul	said	he	was	one	 “as	without	 law”,	was	he	 implying	he	was	 free	 to	do	whatever	he	
wanted	in	Christ?		Many	of	us	have	heard	the	saying,	“When	in	Rome,	do	as	the	Romans	do.”		In	
essence,	Paul	was	saying	when	he	was	with	the	Gentiles,	he	adapted	himself	to	their	manner	of	
living	 as	 far	 as	 he	 could	 without	 compromising	 his	 faith	 or	 violating	 the	 law	 of	 God.	 	What	
dangers	 should	 Christians	 be	 aware	 of	 when	 adapting	 to	 the	 lifestyle	 of	 those	 living	 in	 an	
unbelieving	culture?	

		
	
	
	
	
	
6.	What	 does	 it	 mean	 for	 a	 Christian	 to	 be	 “under	 law	 toward	 Christ,”	 or	 in	 other	 words	 “under	

Christ’s	law”	(vs.	21)?		(See	Matt.	22:34-40)	Does	the	law	to	love	one	another	allow	the	believer	
to	 ever	 violate	 God’s	 law?	 	 	 How	 should	 the	 Christian	 respond	when	 asked	 to	 do	 something	
illegal	or	something	that	would	compromise	his	or	her	Christian	testimony?		Which	love	should	
always	take	precedence,	the	believer’s	love	for	God	or	the	believer’s	love	of	his	or	her	neighbor?	

		
	
	
	
		
Part	II:		Becoming	all	things	to	all	people	that	we	might	reach	some	for	Christ	(1	
Corinthians	9:22-23)	
1.	Paul	refers	to	a	third	group	of	people	in	verse	22	as	“the	weak.”	Who	are	these	people?		(See	1	

Cor.	8:9-13)	Why	are	they	“weak?”			In	review:	“Christian	liberty	is	the	liberty	we	have	in	Christ	
to	make	decisions	and	to	live	our	lives	according	to	the	dictates	of	our	consciences	as	guided	by	the	
Holy	Spirit	and	the	Word	of	God.”		How	do	you	see	“Christian	liberty”	at	work	in	verse	22?	

		
	
	
	
		
2.	According	to	verse	23,	what	was	Paul’s	hope	in	giving	up	some	of	his	liberties?		What	are	some	

Christian	 liberties	 you’ve	 given	 up	 in	 the	 past	 to	 reach	 others	 for	 Christ?	 	 What	 are	 some	
liberties	 (or	 rights)	 you	would	 temporarily	 set	 aside	 so	 as	not	 to	 cause	a	brother	or	 sister	 in	
Christ	to	stumble?			

		
	
	
	
		
3.	We	cannot	force	anyone	to	come	to	faith	in	Christ.		What	is	the	only	way	a	person	can	be	saved?		

(See	 John	1:12,13;	3:16;	Acts	4:12;	16:31;	Rom.	10:9-13;	Eph.	2:8-9)	Who	or	what	are	we	
being	saved	from?		(See	John	3:36;	Rom.	2:5-11)	

		
	
	



 
 

3 

Part	III:		Running	the	race	to	win	an	imperishable	crown	(1	Corinthians	9:24-27)	
1.	The	Greeks	in	Paul’s	day	enjoyed	two	great	athletic	events:		The	“Olympic	Games”	in	Athens	and	

every	other	year	the	“Isthmian	Games”	in	Corinth.		The	events	included	running	and	boxing;	two	
metaphors	Paul	used	in	this	section	of	Scripture.		Why	is	the	marathon	runner	a	good	example	
of	a	Christian	struggling	to	live	the	Christian	life	(vs.	24)?	 	What	are	some	of	the	disciplines	a	
successful	runner	must	maintain?		How	do	these	disciplines	relate	to	the	Christian	life?	

		
	
	
	
		
2.	Why	 is	 it	 important	 for	 the	 athlete	 to	 be	 “temperate”	 (meaning	 “self-controlled”)	 in	 his	 or	 her	

lifestyle	 (vs.	 25)?	 	What	would	 happen	 if	 an	 athlete	 did	 not	 have	 a	 disciplined	 lifestyle	 and	
trained	 only	when	 he	 or	 she	 felt	 like	 it?	 	 Do	we	 see	 this	with	many	 undisciplined	 Christians	
today?		What	is	the	end	result	of	an	undisciplined	spiritual	walk?	

		
	
	
	
	
3.	The	reward	in	the	“Isthmian	Games”	was	a	crown	made	out	of	either	pine	or	olive	greenery	(vs.	

25).		What	happens	to	plants	(or	any	greenery	for	that	matter)	with	time?		What	kind	of	crown	
did	 Paul	 encourage	 Christians	 to	 strive	 for?	 	When	will	 the	 born-again	 Christian	 receive	 “an	
imperishable	crown?”		(See	2	Cor.	5:10)	Is	verse	25	referring	to	salvation	or	to	eternal	rewards	
the	believer	in	Christ	will	receive	in	heaven?	

		
		
	
	
		
4.	According	to	verse	26,	with	what	kind	of	intensity	and	discipline	did	Paul	run	his	Christian	race?		

What	did	Paul	mean	when	he	 informed	the	Corinthian	believers	he	was	not	a	shadow	boxer?		
Have	you	found	it	true	in	your	own	life	that	the	Christian	walk	can	be	a	fight?		Why?		(See	1	Pet.	
5:8-10)	How	should	we	respond	to	that	fight?	

		
		
	
		
		
5.	What	was	Paul’s	goal	as	he	trained	for	the	heavyweight	battle	of	 life	(vs.	27)?	 	 	What	are	some	

ways	that	you	prepare	for	spiritual	warfare?		(See	Eph.	6:13-18)	Many	have	tried	to	use	verse	
27	 to	 demonstrate	 that	 the	Christian	 can	 lose	 his	 or	 her	 salvation?	 	 Is	 this	what	 Paul	means	
here?		Why	or	why	not?		(See	Rom	8:28-30,	38-39;	Phil.	1:6)	
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6.	What	are	some	ways	 that	a	“preacher”	 can	become	“disqualified”	 from	ministry	 today	(vs.	27)?			
What	usually	precedes	the	fall	of	a	spiritual	leader?		According	to	Paul’s	own	words	was	he	able	
to	finish	the	race	strong	or	did	he	ultimately	end	up	disqualifying	himself?		(See	2	Tim.	4:6-8)	Is	
it	 your	 desire	 to	 finish	 the	 race	 of	 life	 strong	 or	 to	 wimp	 out	 in	 the	 end?	 	 What	 “spiritual	
disciplines”	can	you	implement	today	so	that,	like	Paul,	you	can	say,	“I	have	fought	the	good	fight,	
I	have	finished	the	race,	I	have	kept	the	faith?”	

		
	
	
	
	
	
MINER’S	CORNER	–	Manna	to	live	by!	

• Christian	 liberty	 is	 the	 liberty	 we	 have	 in	 Christ	 to	make	 decisions	 and	 to	 live	 our	 lives	
according	to	the	dictates	of	our	consciences	as	guided	by	Sacred	Scripture	and	God’s	Holy	
Spirit!	

• Paul	 chose	 to	 forfeit	 his	 right	 to	 financial	 support	 from	 the	 church	 in	 Corinth	 to	 silence	
critics	and	have	a	more	effective	witness	among	the	people!	

• As	Christians,	we	 should	 identify	with	 the	 people	 in	 the	 culture	we	 are	ministering	 to	 as	
long	as	we	don’t	compromise	our	Christian	faith	or	violate	God’s	Word!	

• We	should	strive	not	to	cause	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ	to	stumble	in	their	spiritual	
walk	by	misusing	“the	liberties	we	have	in	Christ!”	

• The	Christian	walk	is	a	marathon;	it	lasts	for	a	lifetime	after	coming	to	Christ!	
• If	we	desire	to	have	victory	over	sin	and	receive	eternal	rewards	in	heaven,	we	must	begin	

by	living	a	spiritually	disciplined	life	today!	
		
 


