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“Advantages	Of	Living	A	Life	Consecrated	To	God”	
1	Corinthians	7:25-40	

		
Message	by	Michael	J.	Barnard		 	 																																																															January	20,	2019	
		
Teaching	 Aim:	 	 To	 understand	 time	 is	 short	 and	 we	 need	 to	 make	 the	 most	 out	 of	 every	
opportunity	to	reach	the	lost	for	Christ.	 	To	realize	believers	who	are	single	can	focus	on	ministry	
opportunities	without	being	distracted	by	concern	for	his	or	her	family.		To	recognize	God	has	given	
each	 believer	 the	 choice	 of	 whether	 to	 be	 married	 or	 single,	 both	 are	 good	 in	 God’s	 sight!	 To	
understand,	God’s	design	in	marriage	is	for	one	man	and	one	woman	to	be	united	together	in	holy	
matrimony	for	one	lifetime!		
	

		
DIGGING	DEEPER	INTO	GOD’S	WORD	(BIBLE	STUDY)	

Part	I:		Paul’s	guidance	concerning	virgins	and	the	unmarried	(1	Cor.	7:25-28)	
1.	The	 “virgins”	mentioned	 in	verse	25	are	a	different	 group	of	 individuals	 than	 the	 “unmarried”	

mentioned	in	verse	8.		A	“virgin”	in	this	sense	is	a	young	woman	who	has	been	dedicated	to	a	
life	 of	 celibacy	 and	 service	 to	 the	 Lord;	 this	 most	 likely	 by	 her	 father.	 It	 is	 possible	 this	
commitment	may	have	been	her	own	choice.		The	best	modern-day	example	of	this	may	be	the	
Roman	 Catholic	 nun.	 	What	makes	 a	 nun	 different	 from	other	 people?	 	What	 did	 Paul	mean	
when	he	said,	“I	have	no	commandment	from	the	Lord?”		Is	Paul	only	giving	his	personal	opinion	
on	the	subject	or	speaking	with	“Apostolic	Authority”	under	the	inspiration	of	the	Holy	Spirit?			

		
	
	
	
		
2.	How	did	Paul	 respond	 to	 the	question	regarding	virgins	 (vs.	26)?	 	What	 “present	distress”	was	

Paul	 referring	 to?	 	 (See	Commentaries)	Why	would	 it	 be	 “good	 for	a	man	 to	 remain	as	he	 is”	
during	times	of	extreme	hardship	and	persecution?		What	happens	to	many	families	in	times	of	
persecution	and	war?		Why	is	it	easier	for	a	single	person	to	minister	during	these	times?				

		
		
		
	
	
		
3.	Committing	 yourself	 to	 ministry	 is	 not	 a	 valid	 reason	 for	 divorce.	 	 Much	 thought	 and	 prayer	
should	 be	 given	before	 an	 unmarried	person	 enters	 into	 the	marriage	 covenant,	 after	 all,	 God	
intends	for	the	marriage	relationship	to	last	a	lifetime	(vs.	27).		According	to	Paul,	is	it	wrong	for	
a	woman	who	has	dedicated	her	life	to	be	a	virgin	(or	has	been	dedicated	by	her	father),	to	recant	
of	the	pledge	of	service	to	the	Lord	and	enter	into	a	marriage	relationship	as	she	gets	older	(vs.	
28)?	 	 	Why?	 	 According	 to	 verse	 28,	 what	 is	 promised	 to	 the	 single	 person	who	 enters	 into	
marriage?		What	did	Paul	advise	those	contemplating	marriage?	
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Part	 II:	 	 Understanding	 the	 times	 and	ministering	with	 a	 sense	 of	 urgency	 (1	 Cor.	
7:29-35)	
1.	According	to	verse	29,	why	did	Paul	recommend	people	to	remain	celibate	if	they	can?		Do	you	

think	Paul’s	 reference	 to	 “the	 shortness	of	 time”	 refers	 to:	 	1)	A	 time	of	persecution?	 	2)	 	The	
Second	 Coming	 of	 Christ?	 	 Or,	 3)	 The	 short	 opportunity	we	 have	 in	 life	 to	 reach	 people	 for	
Christ?	

	
	
		
	
	
	
2.	In	light	of	“the	shortness	of	time”	mentioned	in	verse	29,	how	did	Paul	say	the	Corinthians	should	

live	their	everyday	lives	(vv.	30-31)?	(See	Rom.	13:10-14)	Do	these	passages	still	apply	to	us	
today?		If	so,	how?		Is	Paul	implying	it	is	wrong	to	“weep”,	wrong	to	“rejoice”	and	wrong	for	the	
Christian	to	“possess	material	goods?”		What	truth	do	you	think	Paul	is	teaching	us	in	verses	30-
31?		(See	Matt.	6:33)	According	to	verse	31,	why	is	it	important	for	us	“not”	to	spend	all	of	our	
time	 focusing	on	worldly	goods	and	 the	pleasures	of	 this	world?	 	 (See	Psa.	103:15-17;	 Jam.	
1:9-11)	

		
		
	
	
	
		
3.	What	did	Paul	mean	when	he	 told	 the	Corinthians	believers	 they	should	“be	without	care”	 (vs.	

32)?	 	Was	he	instructing	them	to	be	insensitive	to	the	needs	of	others,	or	was	he	encouraging	
them	not	to	be	burdened	by	the	cares	of	this	world	so	that	they	can	focus	on	the	Lord	and	the	
ministry	 He	 has	 called	 them	 to?	 	What	 is	 Paul	 referring	 to	when	 he	 says,	 “the	 things	 of	 this	
world?”	 	Do	you	find	yourself	burdened	down	by	the	cares	of	this	world?	 	What	steps	can	you	
take	to	better	focus	on	God’s	calling	in	your	life?	

		
	
		
		
		
4.	According	to	verse	32,	what	is	a	major	benefit	of	remaining	single?		How	does	the	responsibility	

level	of	a	single	person	differ	from	the	man	or	woman	who	is	married	and	has	a	family	(vs.	33)?			
		
	
	
		
		
5.	What	 are	 some	of	 the	major	 differences	between	 “a	wife”	and	 “a	 virgin”	 (vs.	 34)?	 	To	be	holy	

means	to	be	set	apart.			According	to	Paul,	what	is	the	key	factor	in	an	unmarried	woman	being,	
“holy	 both	 in	 body	and	 in	 spirit”?	 	 (See	Commentaries)	What	 are	 the	primary	 concerns	of	 the	
married	woman	(vs.	34)?	
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6.	Paul	was	not	 trying	 to	bind	 the	unmarried	 in	any	way,	 rather	he	was	encouraging	 them	of	 the	
benefits	of	staying	single	when	it	comes	to	serving	the	Lord	(vs.	35).		What	benefits	do	you	see	
for	 a	 single	 Christian?	 	 What	 are	 some	 of	 the	 challenges?	 	 Does	 everybody	 have	 the	 gift	 of	
celibacy?			If	not,	what	is	the	best	thing	for	them	to	do	according	to	Paul?		(See	vv.	7-9)	

		
	
	
	
	
	
Part	III:		It	is	God’s	desire	for	marriage	to	last	a	lifetime	(1	Cor.	7:36-40)	
1.	Verses	36-38	are	extremely	difficult	to	understand	and	highly	disputed	by	scholars.	 	There	are	

two	primary	interpretations:		1)	These	verses	refer	to	the	father	of	a	virgin	who	dedicated	his	
young	daughter	 either	 to	 long	 term	virginity	 or	 to	perpetual	 virginity;	 virginity	 for	 life.	 	 (See	
KJV;	NKJV)	(Note:	 	The	father	had	complete	control	over	his	daughter	in	biblical	times	and	even	
arranged	for	her	marriage.)			2)		These	verses	refer	to	the	man	engaged	to	be	married	to	a	virgin	
who	 has	 chosen	 to	 hold	 off	 until	 later	 in	 life	 for	 ministry	 purposes.	 	 (See	 NIV)	 Which	
interpretation	do	you	think	is	the	correct	one?		Why?		What	significance,	if	any,	is	there	in	the	
virgin	being	“past	the	flower	of	her	youth”	(vs.	36)?		Why	was	this	especially	important	to	young	
ladies	in	biblical	days?	

		
	
	
	
	
	
		
2.	What	advice	did	Paul	offer	the	Corinthians	according	in	verses	36-38?	
		
	
	
	
	
		
3.	According	to	Paul,	how	long	 is	a	wife	bound	to	her	husband	(vs.	39)?	 	 (See	Rom.	7:1-3)	What	

restriction	does	Paul	place	on	the	widow	or	widower	who	wants	to	be	remarried?		Why?	
		
	
	
	
	
		
4.	What	advice	did	Paul	offer	to	the	unmarried	women	in	verse	40?		Why?		(See	vv.	31-32)	What	

conclusion	have	you	come	to	in	regard	to	marriage	in	your	own	life?		What	are	some	steps	you	
can	take	to	better	serve	the	Lord	in	your	own	situation?	
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5.	Each	believer	is	given	at	least	one	spiritual	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	at	the	moment	of	regeneration,	

nobody	 receives	 them	 all.	 God	 designed	 the	 body	 of	 Christ	 to	 be	 interdependent	 upon	 one	
another	 within	 the	 Church.	 	 The	 gifts	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 include:	 teaching;	 helps;	 service;	
evangelism;	prophecy;	mercy;	wisdom;	knowledge;	faith;	hospitality;	encouragement;	healings;	
miracles;	 tongues;	 interpretation	 of	 tongues;	 administration;	 leadership;	 giving;	 discernment.		
Which	spiritual	gift	(or	gifts)	do	you	think	God	has	given	you?		How	are	you	using	your	spiritual	
gifts	in	ministry	today	for	God’s	glory?	(See	Rom	12:3-8;	1	Cor.	12:4-11;	1	Pet.	4:10-11)			

		
	
	
	
	
	
	
MINER’S	CORNER	~	Manna	to	live	by!	

• The	advantage	to	a	life	of	celibacy	is	that	the	Christian	can	focus	totally	on	his	or	her	service	
to	the	Lord	without	the	concerns	of	a	wife	and	family!	

• The	advantage	of	married	life	is	that	we	can	still	be	in	God’s	will,	have	a	companion	for	life,	
be	blessed	with	children,	and	potentially	lead	your	entire	family	to	Christ!	

• Every	 Christian	 receives	 at	 least	 one	 spiritual	 gift	 at	 the	 moment	 of	 regeneration,	 most	
receive	more;	God	desires	for	us	to	use	our	spiritual	gifts	in	ministry	for	His	glory!	

• Time	is	short;	whether	single	or	married	we	need	to	make	the	most	of	every	opportunity	to	
reach	other	people	for	Christ	and	to	help	them	grow	spiritually!	

• God’s	 design	 in	 marriage	 is	 for	 one	 man	 and	 one	 woman	 to	 be	 united	 together	 in	 holy	
matrimony	for	one	lifetime!		

• The	wise	believer	will	take	care	in	choosing	whom	he	or	she	wants	to	spend	the	rest	of	their	
life	with!	

		
 


