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“The	Tender	Commandments”	
(Part	2	–	“A	Love	For	God”)	

Exodus	20:1-11	
		
Message	by	Michael	J.	Barnard	 	 	 																																																																	November	12,	2017	
		
Teaching	Aim:	 	To	explore	 the	 first	 four	of	 the	Ten	Commandments	and	 see	how	 they	 relate	 to	our	
relationship	with	God.	 	 To	 examine	 our	 own	 lives	 to	 find	 areas	where	we	 fall	 short	 in	 obeying	 these	
commandments.		To	understand	we	can’t	earn	our	salvation	by	obeying	the	Ten	Commandments	or	by	
any	work	we	do,	 salvation	 is	 by	 grace	 through	 faith	 in	Christ	 alone;	 but	we	 can	make	our	 lives	much	
better	when	we	live	by	the	principles	of	God’s	moral	laws!	
	 

DIGGING	DEEPER	INTO	GOD’S	WORD	(BIBLE	STUDY)	
Part	I:			You	shall	have	no	other	gods	before	me	(Exod.	20:1-3)	
1.	The	Ten	Commandments	were	given	with	the	backdrop	of	God	issuing	a	conditional	covenant	to	the	

Israelites	at	Mount	Sinai.		(See	Exod.	19:5-6)	What	were	the	conditions	of	this	conditional	covenant?		
What	were	the	Jewish	people	promised	if	they	obeyed	the	conditions	of	this	covenant?		How	did	the	
Israelites	respond	in	Exod.	19:8?		Did	they	keep	their	word?	

		
		
		
		
2.	The	 Ten	 Commandments	 are	 also	 known	 as	 “The	 Decalogue”	 or	 “the	 Ten	 Words”.	 The	 Ten	

Commandments	are	“apodictic”	in	nature,	meaning	the	various	points	of	the	covenant	were	made	in	
the	form	of	incontestable	commands	from	the	greater	to	the	lesser.		According	to	verse	1,	who	are	
these	 commands	 from?	 	 How	 did	 God	 identify	 Himself	 in	 verse	 2?	 The	 Israelites	 had	 been	 in	
bondage	 to	Egypt	as	 slaves	 for	over	400	years,	what	made	 this	event	 significant	 to	 the	 Israelites?		
What	 are	 unbelievers	 in	 bondage	 to	 today?	 	 (See	Rom.	 3:23;	 5:8-9)	What	 is	 the	 only	 way	 to	 be	
delivered	from	this	bondage?		(See	John	3:16;	Eph.	2:8-9)	

		
		
	
		
			
3.	Much	of	 the	pagan	world	was	“polytheistic”	 in	biblical	days.	 	What	does	 it	mean	 for	a	nation	 to	be	

“polytheistic”?	 	(See	Dictionary)	According	to	verse	3,	how	were	the	Israelites	to	be	different	from	
the	pagan	nations?		The	Heb.	word	for	“before	Me”	can	mean	“in	competition	with	Me”.		What	act	
would	God	not	tolerate	in	biblical	days	and	still	does	not	tolerate	today?	
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Part	II:		You	shall	not	make	for	yourself	idols	of	any	kind	(Exod.	20:4-6)	
1.	What	is	an	“idol”	(vs.	4)?		(See	Dictionary)	The	Heb.	word	used	in	verse	4	translated	“a	carved	image”	

referred	to	“carved	wood	or	stone.”		We	don’t	generally	worship	carved	images	today,	but	what	sort	
of	things	can	become	idols	in	our	lives?			Since	God	is	spiritual,	can	any	adequate	representation	of	
Him	be	made	by	human	hands?		If	not,	why?		What	is	the	danger	of	trying	to	make	a	representation	
of	God?		According	to	Gen.	1:26-27,	who	did	God	make	in	His	likeness?								According	to	scripture,	
who	is	the	ultimate	representation	of	God?		(See	Heb.	1:1-3)	

	 
	
	
	
2.	Is	it	acceptable	to	have	crosses	or	other	images	in	the	church,	in	our	homes,	or	on	our	persons?		Why	

or	why	not?	 	According	 to	verse	5,	what	 are	we	“not”	 to	do	 to	 them?	 	 	 Today	we	often	 think	of	
“jealousy”	as	a	bad	thing?		Is	God’s	jealousy	a	bad	thing?		Why	or	why	not?		Hint:		If	Yahweh	is	seen	
as	the	heavenly	Groom	in	the	Old	Testament,	who	is	His	bride?		(See	Jer.	2:1-4;	3:14)	If	Jesus	is	seen	
as	the	Groom	in	the	New	Testament,	who	is	His	bride?			(See	Eph.	5:25-27)	Would	you	be	jealous	if	
your	spouse	left	you	and	fell	in	love	with	someone	else?		Who	did	Israel	fall	in	love	with	according	to	
Jer.	2:4,	11?	

		
		
	
		
3.	It	 is	 possible	 for	 a	 normal	 family	 to	 have	 three	 or	 four	 generations	 alive	 at	 the	 same	 time	 today;	

possibly	living	in	the	same	house?		With	that	in	mind,	what	can	we	learn	from	verse	5	about	the	way	
the	 sin	 of	 the	 father	 can	 affect	 an	 entire	 family?	 	 According	 to	 verse	 6,	 how	 many	 generations	
receive	God’s	mercy	when	fathers	love	and	obey	God?	(See	John	14:15)	According	to	verses	5	&	6,	
which	has	 the	 greater	 power,	God’s	mercy	or	man’s	 sin?	 	 Should	we	 keep	God’s	 commandments	
today	because	it’s	the	law,	or	because	we	love	Him?		Why?	

		
		
		
		
Part	III:		You	shall	not	take	the	name	of	the	LORD	your	God	in	vain	(Exod.	20:7)	
1.	What	does	it	mean	to	take	the	LORD’s	name	in	vain	(vs.	7)?		Some	ways	people	take	the	LORD’s	name	

in	vain	 today	are	by	using	God’s	name	 to	verify	 false	 testimony;	by	 taking	an	oath	 in	God’s	name	
with	 no	 intention	 of	 fulfilling	 it;	 by	 using	 God’s	 name	 jokingly	 in	 an	 irreverent	manner;	 by	 using	
God’s	name	in	the	place	of	a	swear	word;	or	by	using	it	for	personal	gain.		Have	you	ever	taken	the	
LORD’s	name	in	vain	in	any	of	these	ways?		Why	is	this	such	a	serious	sin	in	God’s	eyes?		(See	Isa.	
45:21-23;	John	14:6;	Acts	4:12)	According	to	verse	7,	how	will	God	respond	to	those	who	misuse	His	
name?	 	What	 should	 you	 do	 if	 you	 have	 misused	 God’s	 name	 in	 the	 past	 or	 if	 you	 accidentally	
misuse	it	in	the	future?		(See	1	John	1:9)	
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Part	IV:		You	shall	remember	the	Sabbath	day,	to	keep	it	holy	(Exod.	20:8-11)	
1.	What	is	the	meaning	of	the	word	“Sabbath”	(vs.	8)?		The	word	“holy”	means	to	“set	apart”.		According	

to	verse	8,	what	are	we	to	do	with	the	Sabbath	day?		How	can	we	keep	the	Sabbath	holy	today?	
	 
	
	
	
	
2.	An	important	principal	is	found	in	verses	9	and	10,	what	is	it?		Why	is	it	important	for	every	person	to	

have	a	Sabbath	rest	physically?		What	happens	to	the	human	body	over	time	if	we	don’t	rest?		Why	
is	it	so	important	for	all	of	God’s	people	to	take	a	Sabbath	rest	“spiritually”	every	week	and	focus	on	
God?		What	happens	if	we	don’t?			(See	Mark	2:27-28)	

		
	
	
	
		
3.	Under	Old	Testament	law,	what	day	of	the	week	did	the	Sabbath	fall	on?		According	to	verse	10,	how	

was	Jewish	society	 to	 function	on	that	day?	 	Was	this	work	stoppage	to	affect	“everyone”	 in	 their	
society	under	normal	circumstances?		What	was	the	exception	to	the	rule	as	given	by	Jesus?		(See	
Luke	14:1-6)	Does	our	country	honor	the	Sabbath	or	even	the	Lord’s	Day	 (Sunday)	today?		Why	or	
why	not?	

		
		
	
	
		
4.	Today	most	Christians	meet	on	Sundays	for	worship.	Why?		(See	Luke	24:1-6;	Acts	20:7;	1	Cor.	16:2)		

What	does	Col.	2:16-17	 teach	us	about	 the	Sabbath	day	and	 its	 relationship	 to	Christ?	 	There	are	
differences	of	opinion	in	Christendom	over	which	day	of	the	week	to	meet	on	in	corporate	worship,	
how	should	we	treat	those	who	think	differently	from	us?		Why?	

		
		
	
	
		
5.	Should	 the	principal	of	Sabbath	rest	hold	 true	 for	us	 today	 in	 the	modern	church	 (vs.	11)?	 	Why	or	

why	not?		What	are	the	benefits	of	taking	a	Sabbath	rest	on	the	Lord’s	Day?	
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6.	How	are	you	doing	spiritually?		On	a	scale	of	1-10,	how	would	you	rate	your	spiritual	walk	with	Christ?		

What	are	some	practical	steps	you	can	take	that	will	help	you	grow	closer	to	God?				
		

		
	
	
		
MINER’S	CORNER	~	Manna	to	live	by!	

• The	Ten	Commandments	are	also	called	“the	Decalogue”	(or	“the	Ten	Words”)	from	God!	
• The	 Ten	 Commandments	 are	 apodictic	 in	 nature;	 they	 come	 in	 the	 form	of	 authoritative	 and	

incontestable	commands	from	the	greater	(God)	to	the	lesser	(Israel)!	
• God	and	God	alone	is	to	be	worshiped;	everything	else	is	an	idol!	
• An	idol	can	be	anything	in	our	lives	that	we	elevate	above	our	relationship	with	God!	
• The	sins	of	the	fathers	who	hate	God	affects	their	 families	 for	generations	to	come,	but	those	

who	love	God	will	see	His	mercy	positively	touch	thousands	of	generations!	
• God’s	 name	 should	 be	 held	 in	 high	 regard	 and	 honored	 by	 all;	 those	 who	 don’t	 will	 answer	

directly	to	Him	in	judgment!	
• The	principle	of	taking	“a	Sabbath	rest”	to	refresh	ourselves	physically	and	spiritually	still	applies	

to	us	today;	even	if	we	are	not	Jews	under	the	Law!	
	 
	


